against a defended chateau in France in 1940.
The German victories in the first four years of
World War II were the result of concentrating
tanks onto narrow fronts where they could punch
through the crust of enemy defences and roam
deep into the rear.
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U

ntil the autumn of 1959 wars in
Europe could last for years. Leaders
would attempt to find a tactical or
strategic advantage - by manoeuvring to find
open flanks, routes through swamps or
forests or by making surprise river crossings.
In World War I the open flanks disappeared
as trenches were dug that stretched from
Switzerland to the North Sea. The advantage
now seemed to lie with the defender. New
tactics would be needed to break through
these linear defences. Military theorists in
Europe and America looked at deep penetration tactics using the weapons that had
grown out of World War I - tanks and
bombers.
At the outset of operations the enemy would
be confused by a series of spoiling attacks
along the length of the front while fighters
dominated the skies. They would be put
under pressure and have no clear idea of
where the real threat lay.
Then at a few selected points the full

weight of fire from tanks, artillery and
bombers would be concentrated on narrow
fronts. The intense weight of this bombardment
shattered the defences. Reconnaissance units
would probe forward and then tanks pour
through the hole and into the rear areas like
an expanding torrent. The enemy's defence
would lose cohesion as communications links
were severed, headquarters bombed, paratroops seized key points and tanks roamed
unrestricted deep behind the front line.
Suddenly a war between nations could be
fought and won in weeks.
To describe these dramatic tactics in 1940
the journalist Eugene Hadamovsky coined a
new word. He called German operations in
Poland a Blitzmarsch
nach
Warschau
(Lightning March to Warsaw) and from this
came Blitzkrieg - Lightning War.
Dr Joseph Goebbels Reichsminister fur
Volkserklarung und Propaganda (Reich
Minister for Public Enlightenment and
Propaganda) and the Nazi propagandists

seized on Blitzkrieg idea and revelled in its
resonance.
Blitz and Blitzkrieg have now passed into
everyday use as a synonym for intense air
attacks or fast moving land battles.
This book is the first in a new series from
Ian Allan Publishing telling the story of

RIGHT: In the first stage of

Blitzkrieg

bombers attack narrow front and also
isolate it from communications at the rear.
Small scale spoiling attacks are launched
by ground forces against other parts of
the front. Simultaneously tanks
supported by mechanised infantry
and SP artillery move up to
attack the

Schwerpunkt.*

RIGHT: The front breaks at the
Schwerpunkt.

The main w e i g h t of the

attack and tanks punch through the
shattered defences with artillery and
infantry f o l l o w i n g . Troops hold the
shoulder of the breakthrough
and bombers hit enemy HQs
and troop concentrations.

RIGHT: Collapse sets in along the front
as armoured forces fan out, isolating
pockets of enemy troops and attacking
positions from the rear. Bombers
range deeper into the hinterland
supporting the armoured
thrusts.

*Schwerpunkt. Concentrated point

Blitzkrieg as practised by the German forces
in World War II from Poland, through France
and the Low Countries, the Balkans, Russia
and North Africa. It is also the story of Panzer
leaders — men of drive and vision who led
from the front like Guderian, von Manstein,
Kluge, Rommel and von Rundstedt.

T H E OPENING MOVES
The hour of trial has come. When all other means have been exhausted,
weapons must decide. We enter the fight knowing the justice of our cause and
for a clear goal: the permanent security of the German people and German
living space from foreign trespass and presumptions to power...We believe in
the Fuhrer. Forward, with God for Germany!
Order of the Day Oberkommando des Heeres September 1, 1939

A

t 04.45 hours on Friday September 1
1939 the still of the autumn morning
on the Baltic seashore was ripped
apart by the concussion of exploding shells.
The air was thick with brick dust and the
stench of cordite. The first salvos of World
War II had crashed into the Polish fort of

Westerplatte on a mile long strip of land at
the mouth of the Vistula on the Danzig
Corridor.
They were fired by the 13,000 ton German
naval cadet training ship RMS SchleswigHolstein that had opened fire at point blank
range with her four 280mm (11in) guns. The

